
Mrs. Nancy J. Preston
April 15, 1918 - April 23, 2017

Memorial Services for Nancy Johnson Preston will be held at 4 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 26, 2017, at the First United Methodist Church with the
Reverends David Luckert and Debbie Tipps officiating under the direction of
Crawford-A. Crim Funeral Home. A reception for family and friends will be
held in the church parlor immediately after the service. Honorary Pall Bearers
will be members of the Board of Directors of Henderson Federal Savings
Bank, and family friends: David Alford, Monty Bonner and Jon Johnston. 

 

Mrs. Preston died in Henderson on Sunday, April 23, 2017, after a stroke
several days earlier, and after celebrating her 99th birthday also a few days
earlier. She was born on April 15, 1918, in Laneville to Charles E. Johnson
and Jessie Vandigriff Johnson. She graduated from Henderson High School in
1935 and then attended Texas Woman's University in Denton where she
graduated with a Bachelor's Degree in Education in 1939. Her teaching career
began in the public schools of the small rural community of Newton, Texas, as
an elementary classroom teacher, but she returned to Henderson the
following year to join the staff at Central Elementary in the Henderson ISD.
Years later she told family members that she returned to Henderson to be
closer to family and friends and to avoid the walk to her classroom in Newton
along unpaved community streets often filled with cows, pigs, goats, and
barking dogs. Nancy loved, inspired, and captivated first grade students with
her bright smile, sparkling eyes, and energetic spirit. She taught for two years



and was later quite pleased when a student in each of her classes graduated
from Henderson High as valedictorian of their respective classes. 

In the spring of 1942 she left the classroom and traveled to San Francisco,
California to marry her high school sweetheart, William A. (Billy) Preston on
March 14, 1942, in the Methodist Church in San Vallejo. Billy had enlisted in
the U.S. Army prior to the start of WW II and was stationed in California
learning to fly hot air observatory balloons. Soon he was ordered to Hawaii
and Nancy returned to her parents' home in Henderson. While in Hawaii Billy
applied for Officer Candidate School and was accepted. He attended Officer
Candidate School in Florida and upon graduation was commissioned as an
officer in the Air Force. Then he was assigned to a base in Decatur, Alabama
where he provided ground training to future pilots. Nancy was able to join him,
and they remained in Alabama until the end of the war. 

Throughout her life Nancy enjoyed visiting with family and friends. She was a
gracious hostess who loved to give and attend parties and social events. She
wanted everyone, including herself, to have a very good time. During a
marriage of 63 years she supported her husband in his many business and
civic commitments. Nancy and Billy liked to travel and took many trips
throughout the U.S. and to Europe with other couples from Henderson who
were lifelong friends. Another of her favorite activities for decades was a
weekly session of the table game Mah Jongg with a close group of women.
Mrs. Preston always enjoyed their time together and she especially liked the
sessions when she won frequently. She was a member of the First United
Methodist Church in Henderson and attended the PALS Sunday School class.
The kindness and caring of the PALS members meant much to her during the
last months of her life. She was a long time member of the Henderson Varied
Arts Club and the Henderson Woman's Forum. 

Survivors are two sons, Charles W. (Bill) Preston and wife, Nancy, of



Henderson, and Edward A. (Ned) Preston and spouse, Ben Smith, of
Washington, D.C.; two granddaughters, Sarah Merrill and husband, Greg, of
Flower Mound, Texas, and Elisabeth McHugh and husband, Gregg, of Dallas;
and four great grandchildren, Hannah Merrill, and Will, John, and Gus
McHugh; and several cousins, nieces and nephews. 

The family extends a special thanks to a wonderful group of ladies who served
as caregivers during the last years of her life: Ivenell Hart, Lois Windom,
Latanya Mosley, Annette Scott, Teresa Strong, Tina Owens, and Rita Davis. 

The family also wishes to acknowledge and give thanks for the professional
and compassionate care provided by the doctors, nurses and staff of ETMC-
Henderson Hospital, Advancing At Home Health Care, Autumn Leaves
Nursing and Rehab, and Angel Care Hospice. 

Memorials may be made to the First United Methodist Church, 204 North
Marshall, Henderson, TX 75652; the Henderson ISD Education Foundation, P.
O. Box 728, Henderson, TX 75653; or to the charity of one's choice. 

Words of comfort may be shared with the family at www.crawfordacrim.com.



Cemetery Details

Lakewood Memorial Park

1001 Van Buren St.
Henderson, TX 75652

Previous Events

Service

APR 26. 4:00 PM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
204 N. Marshall
Henderson, TX 75652

Visitation following service

APR 26 (CT)

First United Methodist Church
204 N. Marshall
Henderson, TX 75652
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Susan Johnson - March 10, 2018 at 05:23 PM

Susan Johnson lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Nancy J. Preston

Janice Pirkey - April 27, 2017 at 06:17 PM

Janice Pirkey lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Nancy J. Preston

Salenea Turner - April 26, 2017 at 09:47 AM

Mrs. Preston was such a sweet and friendly lady. I remember
waiting on her when I worked at Snowflake Bakery & Deli- she and
her friend would always split a sandwich. My deepest condolences
go out to the family during this difficult time.

Salenea Turner - April 26, 2017 at 09:42 AM

Salenea Turner sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mrs. Nancy J. Preston
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Marilyn Martin - April 26, 2017 at 08:31 AM

Marilyn Martin lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Nancy J. Preston
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Marilyn Martin - April 26, 2017 at 08:32 AM

Bill, I'm so very sorry for your loss! You had her so much longer than
most of us. Reading her many tributes helps me know she was a
wonderful lady. I'm sorry I didn't know her.

Allen and Janet King - April 25, 2017 at 09:15 PM

Honoring a life well lived, our thoughts and prayers are extended to
the family.

Bob & Sue Henderson - April 25, 2017 at 10:34 AM

Bob & Sue Henderson lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Nancy J. Preston

Roberta Vallantyne - April 24, 2017 at 10:23 PM

Sweet lady! My thoughts and prayers are with
your family.
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Elizabeth R. Dismukes - April 24, 2017 at 09:29 PM

My beloved godmother, may you now Rest In
Peace! God's Blessings to all family!

Jimmy Culp - April 24, 2017 at 08:00 PM

Our deepest sympathy...............Gay Culp and Jimmy Culp.

Jenny Hardy - April 24, 2017 at 06:44 PM

Jenny Hardy lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Nancy J. Preston

Jane Williams - April 24, 2017 at 06:43 PM

Jane Williams lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Nancy J. Preston



LR

BG

JM

CW

Linda Romer - April 24, 2017 at 04:53 PM

Bill and family my deepest sympathy. Your
mother was a sweet lady. I always enjoyed
visiting with her. You will have a treasure
chest of wonderful memories.

Bonnie Geddie - April 24, 2017 at 02:19 PM

Praying for peace and comfort for the family.
 John & Bonnie Geddie

Julie McElroy - April 24, 2017 at 01:46 PM

Julie McElroy lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Nancy J. Preston

Carolyn W. Whitwell - April 24, 2017 at 10:20 AM

Carolyn W. Whitwell lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Nancy J. Preston
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Virginia Irwin - April 24, 2017 at 11:18 AM

Mrs Preston always made me feel special. Visiting with her last week,
she wanted to know about me. What a special lady. Virginia Irwin

Jean Ferraro - April 24, 2017 at 10:07 AM

My wonderful pew-mate at FUMC for several years. We will miss
her. Jean and Pat Ferraro

pud patterson - April 24, 2017 at 06:45 AM

Pud Patterson lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Nancy J. Preston

PP
pud patterson - April 24, 2017 at 06:46 AM

So sorry. For your loss..she was a fine lady...Pud and Ben Patterson

Cliff & Myra Bilbo - April 24, 2017 at 06:23 AM

Cliff & Myra Bilbo lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Nancy J. Preston
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Cliff - April 24, 2017 at 06:26 AM

Nancy was a beautiful lady. It always made me happy and put a smile
on my face when I talked to her.
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Gale Austin - April 24, 2017 at 05:53 AM

Gale Austin lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Nancy J. Preston

GA
Gale Austin - April 24, 2017 at 05:55 AM

Prayers for God to Bless your family with peace, comfort and beautiful
memories during this time.

Martha Solomon - April 24, 2017 at 05:47 AM

Martha Solomon lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Nancy J. Preston

GA

Gay Allen - April 27, 2017 at 10:51 AM

Preston Family,
 I remember Nancy as a go-getter, up for anything, in to everything, and

always with a smile. Amazing energy and outlook on life. Know you
have many memories that will keep her close to you.

  
Gay Allen

 Henderson


