
Mrs. Dorothy Jean Nichols
October 19, 1931 - April 30, 2017

Dorothy Jean Nichols, 85, of Baytown, formerly of Henderson, departed her
earthly home on April 30, 2017, at The Rehabilitation & Healthcare Center at
Baytown surrounded by her loving family, and passed to her eternal home with
Jesus, family, and friends. She was a loving and compassionate daughter,
sister, wife, aunt, mother, and grandmother. 

 

Dorothy was born October 19, 1931, in Posey, TX to the late Floyd and Lucile
Vandergriff and devoted her life to Jesus Christ at the age of 9. She graduated
from Grand Saline High School in 1949 where she loved band, played the
drums and led the marching band as Drum Major. Dorothy married Kenneth
W. Nichols, her sweetheart since she was 14 years old, on Thanksgiving
evening November 23, 1949, at her home in Grand Saline. She enrolled in
nursing school but didn’t attend when she discovered that she was pregnant
with her firstborn child. Family and the home were so very important to
Dorothy, and she was a loving, full-time mother of 4. She lived a life of love,
devotion and tireless service to her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, adoring
husband, children, extended family, church family and friends. She was a
people person, an excellent homemaker and gracious hostess, whose home
was always open and welcoming for frequent functions and overnight guests
in her home and the games of 42 and other domino games with friends. She
loved autumn and rainy days, no doubt good days for cooking or sewing and
crafting. Christmas was another favorite time of year, and her love of music



was very visible. 

Dorothy was the devoted wife and partner of a Baptist Pastor. They ministered
at several churches including Hebron Baptist Church in Tyler (1964-1968),
Crim’s Chapel Baptist Church in Henderson (1968-1970), Clawson Baptist
Church in Lufkin (1970-1973), First Baptist Church in Tatum (1973-1995), and
First Baptist Church in Turnertown (2002-2006). Kenneth and Dorothy served
an interim pastorate in Turnertown from 2001 until Kenneth was named pastor
in 2002. There were multiple interim pastorates after their retirement which
included Pine Hill Baptist Church in Henderson (1996-1997), First Baptist
Church in Timpson (1997), and Eastside Baptist Church in Henderson (1999-
2000). Dorothy served as director of children’s choirs in multiple churches and
sang in the adult choir of every church in which she was a member. She
encouraged a love of music in all her children and ensured that they all could
sing, play the piano and other musical instruments of their choice. 

 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by: older brothers, Burt,
Murel, and Lawrence Vandergriff; all other close relatives of her generation;
and nephew, Larry Vandergriff. 

 

Survivors include: adoring husband of 67 and a half years, Kenneth W.
Nichols of Baytown; children, Randy Nichols and wife Patrice of Lufkin,
Debbie (Nichols) Holden and husband Lee of Baytown, Marylinda (Nichols)
Tunnell and husband Keith of Spring Branch, and Gary Nichols of Amarillo;
grandchildren, Christopher Nichols and wife Amber of New Baltimore, MI,
Patrick Nichols and wife Audrey of Lufkin, Shaun Holden and wife Nicole of
Baltimore, MD, Kayce (Holden) Jenkins and husband Stephen of Baytown,
Alison (Tunnell) Diven and husband Justice of Farmington, NM, and Austin
Tunnell and wife Sarah of Eufaula, OK; and great-grandchildren, Kiley and
Jason Nichols of New Baltimore, MI, Isaac Bentley and Samuel and Avery
Nichols of Lufkin, Ciana, Loralai, Izaac, and Xander Holden of Baltimore, MD,



Noah and Layla Jenkins of Baytown, and Arthur Diven and Iris Diven of
Farmington, NM. 

 

A Celebration of Dorothy’s life will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 6,
2017, in the chapel at Crawford-A. Crim Funeral Home with Rev. Charles Hunt
officiating under the direction of Crawford-A. Crim Funeral Home. The family
will receive friends from 1:00 p.m. until service time on Saturday at the funeral
home. 

 

In lieu of flowers, please feel free to contribute to the American Alzheimer’s
Association at 225 N. Michigan Ave, FL 17, Chicago, IL 60601, your local
church, or the Christian organization of your choice. 

 

Words of comfort may be shared with the family at www.crawfordacrim.com.



Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 6. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Crawford A. Crim Funeral Home
1414 South Main Street
Henderson, TX 75654

Memorial Service

MAY 6. 2:00 PM (CT)

Crawford A. Crim Funeral Home
1414 South Main Street
Henderson, TX 75654



Tribute Wall

DW

Crawford- A.Crim Funeral Home - May 05, 2017 at 04:55 PM

Crawford A.Crim Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory
of Mrs. Dorothy Jean Nichols

Dewayne Walker - May 09, 2017 at 04:28 PM

Mary Linda, Debbie Me and Davolyn really hated to hear about the
passing of your mother. The last time we seen her was when Bro
Nichols preached a revival at the First Baptist Church in Laneville
back I think about the mid to late 90s!! She was really a sweet
person. Really enjoyed looking at all of the pictures!! 

  
Dewayne Walker

MT

MARYLINDA TUNNELL - May 24, 2017 at 09:46 AM

Thank you Dewayne! We appreciate your kind words. We know she's
having a grand time with Jesus as well as friends and family who got
there before she did. We all are looking forward to seeing her again
when Jesus brings us Home.

 Marylinda



PP

Crawford- A.Crim Funeral Home - May 05, 2017 at 04:50 PM

52 files added to the album LifeTributes

Patsy Phillips - May 05, 2017 at 10:27 AM

Everybody in our Sunday School Dept. at
First Baptist Church of Henderson loved
Dorothy and Kenneth-We have missed them
so much, but have many sweet memories of
them both. Patsy Phillips

DE
Debbie - May 05, 2017 at 05:33 PM

Thank you Patsy.



JM

BM

Joyce McDougald - May 03, 2017 at 08:39 PM

It is with great sorry that those of us still left
on this earth will no longer have the sweet
love this beautiful lady extended to all who
knew her. She and Brother Kenneth were my
spiritual leaders at Turnertown Baptist Church
until their retirement. From the first time I met them they entered a
special place in my heart. Dorothy was my personal friend first, and
then counseled me more times than I can remember and it was
always with love and understanding. I know the heavens opened
wide when she took her last breathe on earth, and the rejoicing in
heaven began. Thank you for being my friend, until we meet again, I
love you.

DE

Debbie - May 04, 2017 at 05:20 PM

Joyce, you were a very special friend to her. Thank you for your
beautiful words and your friendship with my parents ~ Debbie (Nichols)
Holden

Barbara McPhee - May 02, 2017 at 05:31 PM

I'm sorry I cannot attend the service. Prayers
of comfort.



NL
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Nancy L. - May 02, 2017 at 04:55 PM

Nancy L. purchased a sympathy card for the family of
Mrs. Dorothy Jean Nichols.

Judy Harris - May 02, 2017 at 04:12 PM

Ms. Dorothy was our first lady when she and
Bro. Kenneth served at First Baptist Church,
Tatum, Texas. She was a wonderful leader
and friend during those years, and then we
met again when they served at Eastside
Baptist Church in Henderson. She was truly a caring and loving
lady, friend to all. She will be missed by any who knew her. Sam
and I send our love to Bro. Nichols and the rest of her family. Much
love, Sam & Judy Harris

DE
Debbie - May 03, 2017 at 02:17 PM

Thank you so much for these very sweet words about our mother
~Debbie

Debbie Cooper - May 02, 2017 at 02:17 PM

Debbie Cooper lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Dorothy Jean Nichols



EM

Elaine Martin - May 02, 2017 at 06:03 AM

Elaine Martin lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Dorothy Jean Nichols


